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try to put yourself
in my shoes
My name is Leah. I’m seventeen years old and I live on the streets. I’ve

been here for 2 years. I ran to the streets because home was not a safe

place. In fact, that’s true for most the kids I’ve met out here–home has

not been safe. We are on the streets because we’ve been abused,

neglected and even thrown out of our homes. But, we discover that the

streets aren’t any safer. Every once in a while, you run into a kid who

has run away from home cuz’ they don’t like their parents’ rules. But

they’re only out here for a short time, then they go home. See, that’s the

thing. For many of us, home is not an option anymore. I ran to the

streets hoping for something better, but, as the months passed, I realized

that I have exchanged one nightmare for another.

There is only one way to survive on the streets. Get them before they get

you. I have to eat and I have to sleep. Those are basic human needs,

aren’t they? I need money to do those things. So I cheat. I steal. I do

anything I need to survive. “Why don’t I get a job?” you ask. Would you

hire me? I don’t “handle authority” well. Survival comes first so

sometimes I can’t make it to work. On the nights I have to sleep outside,

there’s no alarm clock to get me up in time for work. Then there’s the

shower issue. Or the ID issue. You can’t get a job without ID or an

address. I can’t get ID without money. I am homeless, so I don’t have an

address. The list of things that interferes with me getting a job continues

to grow. It’s easier to get money doing things that are illegal. I figure,

once I get my act together, then I can get a real job. But until then, I’ve

got to survive.

outreach
I was spangin’ (spare changing) when I first ran into people from New

Horizons Ministries. Two women approached me and said they didn’t

think we had met and asked if I was new to the streets. Why were they

talking to me? They asked me if I had a place to stay that night. I said I

did cuz’ I didn’t want them to know anything about me. Then they did

something really weird. They asked me if I had some time to get a cup

of coffee with them. I looked at my friends. They just shrugged their

shoulders. I thought maybe I could get some money out of them, so I

went. We had coffee and talked. Just talked. They asked me questions

about myself, but not questions about why I was on the streets. They

bought me a latte and half a sandwich. It turned out that I liked the

same mystery author as Carol, one of the women. They told me about

New Horizons and some of the services I could get there. They said good

bye and left. That was it. They didn’t want anything from me. It was

just three people having coffee and talking.

youth contacted on outreach 1,085
late-night outreach contacts 402
(outreach to young women involved in prostitution)

drop-in
It was a couple weeks before I ventured into New Horizons. I began to

hear about their drop-in center from the other kids. New Horizons is

definitely the place to go for meals! The meals are this great home-

cooked affair. I’ve had everything from grits for breakfast to vegetarian

lasagna for dinner.

The drop-in center is kinda crazy. There are about 40 kids running

around. Some are eating. Some are just hanging out. There is a pool and

a foosball table. There are couches to lounge on. The staff (both volunteer

and paid) actually sit and hang out with the kids. They have dinner with

us. Sometimes we play cards or work on a puzzle. Sometimes I just eat my

dinner and sit on the couch and read my mystery novel. Carol, my

caseworker, leaves one for me every now and then. I love to read.

number of youth in day drop-in 4,801
number of youth in evening drop-in 7,833
total meals served 9,223
total mornings breakfast was served 63
total evenings dinner was served 247

miscellaneous drop-in services
youth at Christmas celebration 300
youth at Thanksgiving celebration 118
youth accessing therapeutic counseling 14
appointments made with the therapists 163
percentage of appointments kept 70%
youth visits to Dental Van (duplicate count) 58
youth accessing dental services 42

the youth
New Horizons had contact with 1407 different
youth during the 2003 fiscal year (July 1, 2002
to June 30, 2003)

ages
17 and under 23%
18-20 42%
21-22 22%
23 and over 13%

ethnicity
african-american 13.5%
asian/pacific islander 2.8%
caucasian 67.7%
latino 4.7%
native american 6.7%
other 4.6%

prostitution
over 50% of the youth we serve
are involved in prostitution

female 41.4%
male 58.6%

self-care
I go to New Horizons regularly. During morning drop-in I shower and

wash my clothes. You go through a lot of clothes when you live on the

streets. You don’t have a big closet or dresser to keep things in. You just

have the clothes on your back and what you carry in your backpack.

Sometimes you can leave them at a friend’s place, but they are often as

transient as you are and you never see those things again. Plus we mix

and match with our friends and everyone just takes what they need

from each other. You don’t often get your stuff back or you find yourself

missing items. There was a great skirt in the drop-in center today. I

even saw some shirts that looked new and a couple had the tags still on

them. I love new clothes. There’s just something about wearing new

clothes that makes you feel special.

clothing items 6,770
underwear 945
pairs of socks 1,863
blankets 442
hygiene items 3,697
showers 1,142
loads of laundry 531

life discovery
program
I’m a member of the Youth Advisory Board at New Horizons. We meet

every Monday after Morning Drop-in. We get to have lunch together,

then we spend an hour talking about how we can make New Horizons

better for us (the kids). It’s pretty fun to see our ideas really happen.

The staff let us have a lot of say and leadership in the things we do. I’m

most proud of the art work we painted on our sally port wall as well as

the huge garage sale we held to raise money for New Horizons.  We’ve

also been volunteering in the self care center during drop-in and at the

New Horizons Walk-a-thon T-shirt Table.  After we’ve worked hard for

a few months, we got to take a trip together. We went to Wild Waves.

That was my idea, I even called and told them about who we were and

asked if they’d donate tickets to New Horizons. And they did! We had a

great time!

The Youth Advisory Board is just one of New Horizons’ Life Discovery

activities.  Other Life Discovery activities include writing group,

mosaics, pottery, acting, dog training, river rafting, rock climbing,

cooking, and softball.  We also have Life Skill Workshops where we learn

about goal-setting, finances, eating healthy food, anger/stress

management, computer labs, resume writing and job hunting.  It was

in a Life Discovery activity that I discovered I really like bead work.  I

can sit for hours and do this.  It’s been a fun activity for me and Carol,

my caseworker, to do together.  One of my favorite activities was a Spa

Day just for girls.  That was fun!

total number of activities offered 235

number of youth attending
life discovery activity (duplicate count) 1,512

average number of youth per activity 6.43
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• Ken Thompson • Lina Thompson • Neal & Audrey Thompson • Norma Thompson • Mary Thomson • Susan Thorsted • Reverend Thurman & Mrs. Thurman • Margaret & Ray Tilden • Arto & Cheryl Toivola • Linda Tokunaga • Luzmelinda Toledo • Lisa Tompkins • Jo Toney • Mark Travers • Thomas & Frances Trimm • John & Terry Tripp • Jackie Troedel • Brett & Kirsten Trusko • Sterling & Danuelle Tucker • Julie Tumilson • David Turner • Jeffrey & Susan Turner • Karla Turner • Paul & Opal Tutmarc • Lindtner & Edna Twiet
• Laurie & Nathan Ukrainetz • Donna Ullman • Al & Barb Umphenour • Kelley Unger • Jeff & Margie Van Duzer • Alice Vandermeer • Katy VanSkiver • Charlie & Robin Vaughan • Quinn & Patrick Vaughn • Aaron Vederoff • Andrew & Alissa Viertel • Liz & Patrick Voelker • Dennis & Niki Vollrath • Jeff & Sarah Vosburgh • Martin & Pam Vowels • Cari Wade & Mark Kottke • Carolyn Wade • Aaron & Melinda Wagner • Amy Wagner • Ken & Karen Wagner • Ray Wainscott • John Walentia • Bruce & Judy Walker
• Deb Walker • Susan & Stuart Walker • Nancy Wall • Tim & Esther Walla • Patti Wallace • Beth & Linc Wallbank • Betty Waller • Bryan & Krista Wampler • Gilbert Ward & Dr. Jane Donald • Susan & Scott Ward • Gwen Warren • Richard Warren • Tim & Nancy Washburn • Dennis & Donna Watkins • Tom & Lisa Watkins • Eric & Kathy Watson • Dick & Jan Weakley • Beth Weaver • Sara Weaver • Mark & Sheri Webb • Curt & Julie Weigel • Marty & Heather Weikart • Christy Weinbrecht • Margaret Welch •

statement of financial activities

Shawn & Stacy Welch • Kayanne & Robert Wendel • Barbara Werelius • Mary Westburg • Christine Westerback • Bill & Lisa Wetzel • Lucille Wheeler • Geoffrey & Nancy White • Jeanine & Louis White • Sarah Whitney • Susan Wick • Patricia Wiggins • Betty JoAnne Wilder • Adam Wilkins • Steve & Sharon Wilkins • Gary & Ellie Williams • Gene & Nina Williams • George Williams
• Gretchen Williams • Hollis & Katherine Williams • Kent & Janie Williams • Sally Williams • Tim & Renee Williams • Tom & Katie Williams • Cassie Wilson • Charles & Marcia Wilson • Michael & Marie Wilson • Mollie & Peter Wilson • Wendy Wilson • Dan & Peggy Wilton • Heather Wilton • Ashley Wimberly • Kirk Wines • Bruce & Camille Winter • Carol Winter • Roger & Marlene
Winter • Victoria Wintersteen • James & Janet Wirtz • Jamie Witt • Georgeann Wittges • Patti & Peter Wong • Ardean & Jo Anne Wood • Mike & Wendy Wood • Veronica Wooldridge • Tara Workman • Melissa Wrenchy • Lucy & James Wright • Steven & Stephanie Wright • Scott Wroblewski • Hsin-Fu Wu • Bob & Pat Wyman • Chris Wyman • Phil Yamamoto • Mie Yanase • Diana
Yarborough • May Foon Yee • Todd Yonemitsu • Tammy S. Yonkers • Albert York • Brian York • Ed & Marcy Yoshida • Jun & Amy Young • Melissa Young • Micah Young • Sondra Young • Tamara & Jim Young • Judy Zanga • Robert & Maree Zawoysky • Leo & Marjorie Ziebarth • Janice Zimmerly • Freda Zimmerman • Linda Zinter • Albert Zook • Anna Zook • Joe & Judi Zoske • BUSINESSES
• 21 Central Steak House • Adobe Systems Inc. • Bank of America Matching Gifts Program • Bargreen Ellingson • British Petrolium • Caliber Concrete Construction • Champion • Coca-Cola Bottling Co. of Washington • Compaq Computer Corp. • Costco Wholesale • Cranium, Inc. • Creative Formations • Enchanted Parks Inc. • Frank Russell Company • GeoEngineers, Inc. • Group Health
Cooperative • Holland America Line Westours Inc. • IFLOOR.com • Jackson Graphic Design, Inc. • Jet Lloyd, Inc. • Loews Cineplex • London Fog Industries • Mama Lucia’s Italian Kitchen • Marriott Senior Living Services • Microsoft Corporation • Mountain People Warehouse • Odyssey the Maritime Discovery Center • Physicians Insurance Exchange • Portable Mini Storage • Pura Vida
Coffee • Quadra Sales Corp. • Restoration Hardware • RWE, Inc. • Safeco Insurance Company • Schoner Construction Inc. • Seattle Karaoke Enterprises, Inc. • Snappy Dragon • Spa Bellissima • Taproot Theatre • Tash Lyle and Jones • Trader Joe’s Store 129 • Virginia Mason • Washington Mutual Employee Matching Gift Program • Willows Lodge • Wilmer Communications Group •
CHURCHES • Amigos of Meadow Creek Church • Bethany Presbyterian Church • Bethel Lutheran Church Women • Calvary Chapel • Cedar Park Assembly of God • Central Kitsap Presbyterian Church • Church of the Ascension • Cross and Crown Lutheran Church • Eastside Foursquare Church • Edmonds Presbyterian Church • Emerald City Bible Fellowship • Emmaus Road Church •
The Fairview Church and School • First Congregational Church of Maltby • First Covenant Church • First Free Methodist Church • First Presbyterian Church of Bellevue • Haller Lake United Methodist • Hillcrest Presbyterian Church • India Christian Fellowship • Lake Burien Presbyterian Church • Lakeview Free Methodist Church • Light & Life Bible Fellowship • Magnolia United Church of Christ
Congregational • Maple Valley Presbyterian Church • Meadowcreek Church • Mercer Island Covenant Church • New Hope Community Ballard • New Life Church • New Song Church • North Creek Presbyterian Church • Progressive Missionary Baptist Church • Rolling Bay Presbyterian Church • Seattle Unity Church • Shoreline Free Methodist Church • Southminster Presbyterian Church
• St. James Lutheran Church • St. Mark’s Lutheran Church • St. Paul Antiochian Orthodox Church • The Lighthouse • University Presbyterian Church • Vineyard Christian Fellowship • Wabash Presbyterian Church • Warm Beach Free Methodist Church • Westminster Chapel of Bellevue • Westminster Presbyterian Church • Woodinville Alliance Church • ORGANIZATIONS • AnchorPointe
• Ancora Village Society • Barns Northwest • Baseline Design Team • Calahan Family Partnership • Corporation Of The Catholic Archbishop Of Seattle Graham & Dunn PC • Independent Order of Foresters • King County Nurses Association • Lutheran Brotherhood Evergreen Branch 8265 • Merck Employee Giving Campaign • Mosaic Technology Corporation • Seattle Emblem Club No
110 • Street Youth Ministries • The Rose Sisters & Co. • Village Community Services • Voyager’s Group • WA State Employee Combined Fund Drive • Warm Beach Christian Camps • Warm Beach Health Care Center • FOUNDATIONS • Alpine Education Foundation • Anderson Family Foundation • Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation • Christian Community Foundation, Inc. • Footstool
Foundation • Larson Family Charitable Foundation • D. V. and Ida McEachern Charitable Trust • Murdock Charitable Trust • Northwest Leadership Foundation • Northwest Leadership Foundation • Rotary Homeless Youth Foundation • Schoenfeld-Gardner Foundation • Stewardship Foundation • The Cora Foundation • The Laurel Foundation • The Seattle Foundation • Walmart Foundation
• Windermere Foundation

community
relations
speaking engagements 98
people attending 7,879
people attending our training 98
outside groups attending our training 8
college interns 2
     University of Washington
     Puget Sound Community College
ministry partner
     Homeless Children International, Kenya

mailing address
PO Box 2801
Seattle, WA 98111

street address
2709 3rd Avenue
Seattle, WA 98121

phone
(206) 374-0866

fax
(206) 374-0867

e-mail
info@nhmin.org

web site
www.nhmin.org

New Horizons Ministries

is a non-profit,

interdenominational,

Christian ministry that

was formed in 1978 in

response to the growing

problem of youth

involved in street

activity in Seattle.

In relationship with homeless youth,
serving and loving in the way of Jesus,
equipping youth to leave street life.

FISCAL YEAR 03 FISCAL YEAR 02
7/1/02–6/30/03 7/1/01–6/30/02SUPPORT

AND REVENUE
Individuals $706,459 $645,418
Churches 49,645 57,945
Civic groups 4,829 1,837
Corporations 28,218 33,736
Grants 187,427 152,210
In-kind contributions 131,507 146,567
Other 27,473 47,129

Total Support and Revenue $1,135,558 $1,084,842

EXPENSES
Drop-in services $383,943 $370,539
Outreach/follow-up 179,140 162,289
Life Discoveries/Recreation/
   Life adaptive skills 184,306 150,835
Discipleship 84,696 88,761
Community education 123,611 121,043
Administration 49,970 52,655
Publicity/fund raising 118,830 112,901

Total Expenses $1,124,496 $1,059,023

Change in Net Assets $11,062 $25,819

Informational Brochure
2002–2003 Fiscal Year
Annual Report

volunteers
Do you know that there are people who work at New Horizons and they

don’t even get paid??!!! They’re just normal people with jobs and

families and they choose to spend some of their time with us. Jordan

invited me to her house for dinner. After dinner she let me paint in her

art room. Chad and Rebecca took me to church with them one Sunday.

They don’t get paid to hang out with me. They do it because they want

to. Carol tells me that New Horizons uses all sorts of volunteers like the

Board of Directors, office volunteers, people who sort the clothing

donations. She told me that New Horizons couldn’t operate without all

the volunteer support they get. Maybe someday I’ll volunteer at a place

like New Horizons.

number of volunteers
board of directors 12
food groups (3 to 6 people in each group) 42
office/maintenance 14
outreach/discipleship 41
self-care 29

number of hours volunteered
board of directors 796
food groups 4,960
office/maintenance 854
outreach/discipleship 6,196
self-care 1,709
total number of hours volunteered 14,515

I’m tired of people thinking I’m no good because of how I look or where

I hang out. I’m tired of always begging for money. I’m tired of not

having anything of my own. I’m tired of surviving. I want to LIVE. I’ve

tried to change, but nothing ever seems to go my way. It’s an uphill

battle, and I’m often to tired to climb any more. New Horizons has been

a resting place for me. When I’m too tired to climb or don’t have the

proper “climbing tools” they are there to help. New Horizons has been

love with skin on it in my life. When no one else cares, they do. When I

run out of my own resources and am willing to try something else, they

offer options. When life seems so painful that I want to give up, they

offer hope. They always seem to believe that I can overcome my

circumstances because of who God created me to be. The amazing thing

is that they love me no matter what happens in my life—whether I get

off the streets or not. They will always be there for me and that gives me

the strength to keep climbing.

mentorships
Some of the kids at New Horizons participate in a mentorship program.

They call it Adaptive Life Skills Job Mentorships – that’s a mouthful.

Remember when I told you how hard it is to get or keep a job when you

are homeless? Well, New Horizons has developed a program to help

bridge that gap. You work with a mentor, case manager and the

Mentorship Program Manager. As a team they help you work through

some of the issues that may keep you from being employed, like showing

up to work on time, dealing with conflict, and proper work conduct. My

friend Frank hates sleeping in the shelters. You’ve got to get there early,

and he doesn’t like hanging out with all those people he doesn’t know.

But if he is going to get to his mentorship on time, then he needs to

choose to do that. Frank and his mentor made a compromise. Frank

works one morning a week and the rest are afternoon shifts. He chooses

to sleep in the shelter that one night. So far it’s worked out pretty well.

Frank has even been thinking about a going into a housing program.

number of youth in mentorships 13

As a private, non-profit organization, New Horizons Ministries relies

on the generous contributions of individuals, churches, businesses,

foundations and organizations for financial support. We receive no

federal, state or city funding.

We are thankful to the following people who, through their financial

giving, became a part of the NHM community and helped serve and

love youth who are living on the streets of Seattle.

Those who donated through Washington State Employees Combined Giving Fund are not individually listed.

discipleship
The more I get to know New Horizons, the more I’m willing to do

different things with them. You can tell right away that they are

Christians. They have a chapel where you can go to pray or just go to be

quiet. The other day I saw Michael, the chaplain, praying with a guy I

know. He had a court date that he was scared about. He had actually

asked Michael to pray for him. I checked out one of their Bible studies

the other night. We went to Golden Gardens, on the beach. We made a

bonfire and talked about Jesus making fishers of men. You could almost

imagine the fishing boats out on the water with Peter and Andrew

catching all those fish and being amazed. It was a special night. I

learned some things about God that I’d never thought about before. I

might be interested in going again sometime.

number of structured events 23
number of participants (duplicate count) 140
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